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of Good Hope touched at a little island. While
the vessel was being unloaded I went ashore. The
pleasant appearance of the country charmed me.
The inhabitants we met on the way manifested a
fraternal friendliness in their greetings, a touch of
tenderness in their gaze. Every one welcomed
the stranger with a kindly word. At last I stopped
in front of a house where the prominent people
in the village were assembled. Their conversation
ceased for a moment. An old man welcomed me.
I expressed my delight at finding myself among
people who were contented with their lot."

The old man nodded assent:

"You may add/' he said, "and very happy!
We have lived thus for years under the reign of a
good sovereign whom we all worship. We owe to
him the joy that fills our souls, for we owe to him
the affection that colours our lives, the goodwill of
our relations. Ah! great heavens! Why should n't
we love him? He has destroyed envy among us.
He has revealed to us the resources within our-
selves. He has also taught us that love is the
source of joys which fortune cannot purchase.
We are happy without thinking of our happiness.
Envy has no hold upon us. We are not bound to it
and it does not dwell in our hearts. You will find
among us neither false luxury, nor the desire to